A VALUABLE
NEW FLORIDA
FORAGE PLANT

L. E. Pleas Makes Successful
Experiment With the
Kudzu Vine.

ONE OF THE RICHEST PLANTS
THAT CAN BE GROWN BOTH
FOR HAY AND FOR FERTILIZA-
TION OF SOIL—FLORIDA FARM-
ERS SHOULD BE INTERESTED.

The following is by Mr. C. E. Pleas,

of Chipleyv, Fla.:

The question of permanent pasture

is a most important one to the south-|
raise |

ern farmer, for to successfully
stock he must have permanent pas-
ture of gcod quality, scmething bet-
ter than the native wiregrass, carpet
grass or hemmuda grass. These are all
desirable in the absence of anything
better, but all combined fall short of
keeping stock in periect econdition *
throwghout the summer and fall, even
when stock have free access to an un-
limited area.

The time is not far off 'when
farmer can no longer depend on the
public ramnge, and even mnow it pays
10 grow most forage in the field. We
have for winter pasture oats, rye, etc.
Then there are the native grasses for
a while in the spring, and the velvet
tean for a while in the fall; but
there is a gap between that can only
e filled by frequent planting and cul-
tivation of various annuals, more or
lers unsatisfactory.

The forage plant that will tide the
farmer and stock raiser over the
leng, hot, dry summer, as well as the
rainy season, will fill a long-felt want.
An ldeal Pasture Plant.
several years experience with
Kudzw vine (pueria thunber-giana)
I find it a most admirable forage for
this purpose. What is more, # s
perennial; it is one of the first things
to start in the =spring, and stays by
as until after killing frosts.

It is ready to pasture here in West
Florida (latitude 21 >) by April
1, or even earlier, havinz the ground
thoroughly covered with new growth
by that time, aad if ‘desired for hay,
can be ent May 1, making as much
growth by May as the velvet bean
makes in an entire sesson. It comes
again quickly after cutting, aad in two
weeks' time has the growmdq almost
abscured. It is more easily cured
than the velvet bean, which it greatly’|
resembles in appearance and manner
of grewth. But it-orly feeds<to be
1lanted once and eultivated the first
season, taking care of itself after that,
ard all the owner meeds to do is to
keep it cut, if wanred for hay, or to
turn the stock from one ot to another
in pasturing. When divided inio
three or four lots and pasturing in sue-
cession. more stock can be supported
en a given area than by allowing
them full range.

History of the Kudzu.

Kudzu is a native of Japan, and its
thistory in the United States dates
bac k to the centennial at Philadelphia,
In '76, when it was brought over by
the Japs to shade their buildings at
the exposition. It serves many pur-
poses in Japan, being used as an or-
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{ of brilliant purple,
(manner as the wistaria,

namental vine as well as a forage. A
fine quality of starch ang
are made from its pulp.

planted on rocky hillsides and waste
places, and land that 'would be other-
avise practieally mseless is thus made
o yield good returas. Tt has been
pointed out that most all the
Ffowers aml other hotanical introduc-
tions from Japan have proved

There it is

desir-

ble acquisitions to American agricul-|

ure.

The Kudzu vine is no exception and
I believe is destined to soon heconie
the most important
In the south since the advent of cot-
{on. Wihile it has been grewn in the
Ninited States for over thirty vears
28 an ornamental vine,
for me to discover its greatest
bilities as a forage plant
south.
Japan to try it as a shade
_summelhouses on $he front
The firat vear it made only a few feet
of growth, but the second vear it sent
out immense long trailing- vines
over the grass, and after the
mower had passed over it the
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it remained !

[ had secured a few seed from |
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dead leaves looked so bad we decided

tu get rid of it.
Discovered by Chance.

The mext spring, 1904, 1 gruhbed
them all out and was going to throw
them on the brush pile, but my wife
proposed planting them
see if they would not cover it
Thide it from view, as it was
to receive trimmings from
reses, ete., about the grounds.
three plants were set around it
by the fall of 1905 they had covered
a space of about 50x80 feet (all that
is available between our garden,
drive and neighbors pasture lot) to a
depth of 21-2 to 3 feet.

it was not until the
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creeping through the bars to the norse |

thed and the fence on the neighbor's
jside that I suspected its wvalue as
,stock. feesl. My ‘horse simply got
down on his knees, reached under and
nipped everyv leaf that came within
two feet of the bars, while the meigh-
bor's horses, when turned into that
adjoining lot, wonld make for the
'Kudzn vines the first thing and never |
Jeave until the last leaf in reach was
leaten.
Rich in Nutrition.
I began to investizate. I cut some |

of it for hay and found it cured much | =

,auicker than the velvet bean or cow
Pea hay, and subsequent experience
has proveq it retains its bright egreen |
color even after &xposure to the 114‘.t|
and air for a vear, and I have never
rmelled sweeter hav.

1 sent a gmall bale of hay
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Tallahassee for examination and here
is what the state chemist, Captain R. |
E. Rose, savs abocut i, in pari:

“Dear Sir—I enciose result of analy- |
sis of anese Kudzu vine hay. It
compares favorably with cowpea and |
velvet bean hay. Your sample was
particularly well cured and put up.
Find the analveis of the ;~,:1,:=i.~lw”1.+
ahove the average farm cured hay.
Starch

and
Sugar Fibre. Fat
Cowpea 42.20 30.1 _':
Velvet Bean.14.7 11.90 29.7
Beggarweed .21 o020 24,

Kardzu 16.50 328t 40

“The analysis shows a
than cowpeas o velvet
quite so good as the begzs

“Yours, etc.,
“R. . ROSE.”
Nature and Growth, Etc.

Thus it will be seen that the Kudzu
is second in point of and
v hen we eonsider its many othe ’_,'lH'»-.l
qualities, it stands Iy a
of the list
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Other Uses.

en suggested by
this vine might

high anu-
prove of
ming the
lds of the scuth, as well ;
preventing washes on the clay hill-
sides, as its roots penetrate the i
to a great depth in aill directions, an
the vines, taking root at the joints
arc enabled to cateh the drift on
and hold the soil heneath.

1f cne is to judge its powers as
soil remcvator or mnitrogen gatherer
from the number of bhaecteria nodu

It has e
thority that

verncut fie

that form on rootlets at certain stages | §

cf their growth, I have never seen its
cqual. The porticm of a root shown in
the accémpanying cuf bore 250 no-

dules, hy actual count, and is but an!§

while T had on ex-:
hibition at Tampa and Jacksonwilie
this last winter, specimens showing
upwanrds of two thouwsand of these

average specimen,

one here shown.

The Kudzu produces mnxv-vms clis-
ters of deliciously frasrant
mach in the same
but so far as
knowry it never seeds in America, and
is praopagated by means of the rooted
joints; set six to ten feet apart, and |
kept cultivated till the vines reach|
cut and prevent it.

Just how far north it
as it does here in Florida.
to be tested, though it is hardy
up as Novia Secotia. Here it
sheds its leaves in cold weather,
matured vines living over,

he Kudzu seems to he
any soil, rich or
though the richer
it will succeed.
land eleven
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Propagation and Planting.
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Bales of the hay and specimer
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Gulf Coast ;;nl Florida State fairs
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Jamestown and Jacksonville exr
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1 find that plants
mOst any i [ i
an acre in
ible space,
many cf the
long April
take them
licshed.

I have asked hy
can he got of, :m!- :
becema a 1pes To this
plant it whére it :

can
will never want to eet

dry
weeks

again.

dozen sids

create

Stay

patch
lest fall has shown
lants this
A SMILE

pretty hard thing to ac
von'ra blue, bilious and

'rhﬂ:‘w is sure cure
kinds of oma h ':'rl liv

is a

womn'i

onut

{ plaints—caon stip ation dvs
egan | ys]

Ballard's Herhine is ]
lutely --:‘"-w-'nu in all cases
cents per bottle.

Sold and recommended hy W
D’Alembe Aruggist and apothecary.
121 South Palafox street, Fensacola
Fla

rte,

A lot of old newspapers,
'tied up in neat bundles for
'sale, 5¢ a bundle, at The Jour-
'nal office.

VIAVI REMEDIES.

an absolute cure for each ill
Call on
Mrs. F. L. Bowen, 412 W. Garden
St. Phone 854.
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IT’S WQRTH

MONEY 10 YOU

MAN, WOMAN OR CHILD,

T0 READ OUR ADVERTISEMENTS

Why? Because we are constantly offering
price inducements on high-class merchandise
unequalled except in large cities.

THE REASONS ARE:

First—We buy 85 per cent of all our merchandise direct
from the manufacturers, thus saving the middle man’s profit
to you.

Second-—Our buyers in every department are experienced,
wideawake, thoroughly posted men and women, keen to take
advantage 3f every opportunity to buy their lines more ad-
vantageously.

Third—Because we believe in the modern maxim of
“Quick Sales and Small Profits.”

THE PLUMS FOR THIS

ARE AS FOLILOWS:

MONDAY and TUESDAY

Domestic Pongees, 35¢c quality for 27c. These goods
have that rich luster of real silk, are exceptionally cool and
especially adapted for warm weather costumes.

WEEK

no- | P
dules to the plant no larger than the |

Side Band and Bordered Batiste, this season’s latest nov-
elties, in a beautiful range of patterns, 15c.

One lot German Linen Table Damask, bleached and

cream, 60 and 65c qualities, for 49c.
Ladies” White Duck Skirts, trimmed, self folds,

Extra Special —One lot slightly soiled Wash
half price.

s

WORKINGMEN’S

OES, SHIRTS AND OVER

at greatly reduced prices. See Saturday’s papsrs.

ednesday and Thursday

in our Shoe Department
we will put on a big sale of Ladies’, Misses” and Children’s

White Canvas Oxfords, Pumps and Tles. Watch the daily

papers for sensatlonal prices on these goods.

Friday and Saturday

We will offer you some especially attractive prices
" Men’s and Boys’ Low Shoes.

Read our advertxsements.

It means money to you.

WATSON, PARKER & REESE C

“EVERYTHING TO WEAR.”
Phones 193 and 422. 33 and 35 S. Palafox.
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